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Quit my job, 
travel and get 
married ( my 
version of "Eat, 
Pray, Love") 

Now	
  what	
  do	
  I	
  do?	
  

Move to 
Italy while 
designing 
for Pima 
Community 
College 

Graduate 
from NAU 

Child 
bearing  
(2 sons) 
My best 
work yet! 

Graduate 
from ASU  
(BS in 
Architecture) 
Work as a 3- D 
Animator 

Melody's Timeline 
Teach 
Computer 
Science at 
Pima 
Community 
College 

Begin MS in 
Educational 
Technology 
at NAU 
Buy a house 
in Tucson! 

Start PhD 
program at 
University of 
Arizona 

Hired as an 
Instructional
Designer at 
Pima 
Community 
College 

Hired as an 
Instructional 
Designer at 
Univeristy of 
Arizona 

Taking a 
class in 
Teacher 
Research 

Finish 
Coursework 

Graduate 
with PhD 

Become a 
faculty at 
a teaching 
college 

Empty 
Nester 

How	
  can	
  I	
  be	
  	
  a	
  	
  
be0er	
  teacher?	
  

What	
  do	
  I	
  want	
  to	
  
give	
  back	
  to	
  my	
  life	
  

on	
  earth?	
  

What	
  can	
  I	
  do	
  to	
  make	
  
money	
  and	
  pay	
  back	
  my	
  

educa=onal	
  loans?	
  

Why	
  am	
  I	
  spending	
  my	
  life	
  
programming	
  a	
  computer?	
  

Is	
  there	
  more	
  to	
  life	
  than	
  
work	
  and	
  money?	
  

How	
  can	
  I	
  use	
  my	
  
knowledge	
  to	
  help	
  

others?	
  

How	
  can	
  I	
  use	
  my	
  new	
  
skills	
  to	
  make	
  a	
  
difference?	
  

How	
  can	
  my	
  
research	
  help	
  
faculty	
  and	
  
students?	
  

What	
  can	
  I	
  learn	
  
from	
  this	
  program	
  

of	
  study?	
  

What	
  can	
  I	
  teach	
  
my	
  children	
  about	
  
living	
  in	
  another	
  

culture?	
  

Now	
  what	
  do	
  I	
  do?	
  
How	
  can	
  I	
  apply	
  
this	
  knowledge	
  to	
  
to	
  my	
  research?	
  

How	
  will	
  I	
  prepare	
  
for	
  my	
  

comprehensive	
  
exams?	
  

How	
  do	
  I	
  find	
  
my	
  "dream"	
  

job?	
  

What	
  will	
  we	
  
do	
  with	
  a	
  

quiet	
  house?	
  


